THE    NEW   MONGOLIA

beside the older structures. The Chinese architects
and builders, though they use the cheap building
material obtainable in the district, construct peculiarly
shaped houses that are a symphony of grace and
colour. The Tibetan buildings impress by their
dignified dimensions and the wonderful harmony of
line and colour which is characteristic of all their
architecture. The new European buildings bring
a rude note into the refined, inspiring picture repre-
sented by the older architecture; the Russo-Mongolian
Bank, the Prime Minister's Palace, the Ministry of
Finance and the Town Hall, are piles of wood and
stone, with no more grace in their aspect than a
factory or a barracks.

The internal equipment of these public buildings,
on the other hand, is all that could be desired from
the viewpoint of practical utility and up-to-dateness.
For instance, the State printing works are equipped
with the most modern machinery.

An interesting experiment is represented by the
many State-owned industrial establishments. They
include a brickworks, a textile mill, a carpet factory,
a tannery, and a flour mill. The publicly owned
establishments were started on a small scale, because,
on the one hand, the Government wished to test
their suitability and, on the other, it was con-
sidered that small workshops provided better indus-
trial training than a large, departmentalised manu-
factory. Then, if a small establishment functioned
without loss the Government extended it; if not,
it was simply closed down. It was in this way that
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